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DEPARTMENT DIRECT!

Planning and Development Department

BY: MIKE SANCHEZ, Plgnning Manager CITY MANAGER
Planning Division W

SUBJECT:  CONSIDER CITY COUNCIL INITIATION OF A PLAN AMENDMENT
APPLICATION and REZONE APPLICATION FOR PROPERTY LOCATED ON
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF WHITESBRIDGE AND HUGHES AVENUES

BACKGROUND

In May 2006, Tom Miller, submitted a general plan amendment application (A-06-07) and rezone
application (R-06-33) for approximately 23 acres of property located on the southeast corner of West
Whitesbridge Avenue and South Hughes Avenue. The entitlement entailed a change in planned land
use from medium density residential to general commercial planned land use and a rezone request
from M-1 and R-A zoning to C-6 zoning. The intent of the request is to facilitate the potential
development of a mixed use development that would include retail uses and a senior’s living complex.
The economic recession, as well as environmental concerns related to the subject property has
delayed further processing of these entitlements. During the interim, the applicant, Tom Miller wishes
to pursue a uses consistent with the current M-1 zoning, which will require the filing of a special
permit.

In efforts to provide other development options on the subject site, the Council may elect to initiate a
plan amendment and rezone application that would offer less intense commercial uses while still
affording a potential residential mixed use development. To facilitate this request the Council will
need to initiate an plan amendment and rezone applications requesting neighborhood commercial
land use and C-1 (Neighborhood Shopping Center) zoning.

Section 12-606-A-1 and 12-401-A-1 of the Fresno Municipal Code allows the City Council to initiate a
plan amendment application and rezone application to amend the respective general plan and
community plans. Council initiation of a plan amendment and rezone applications does not construe
support or denial of the applications request but allows the process to begin an evaluation of the
appropriateness of the alternative land use and zoning proposals. The processing of this initiated plan
amendment and rezone will be conducted in a manner that will allow both Planning Commission and
City Council to consider Mr. Miller's original request and a Council initiated alternative

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the City Council take the following action:

1. APPROVE the attached Council Resolution initiating a plan amendment and rezone applications
to the 2025 Fresno general Plan and Edison Community Plan.

Attachments: Aerial Map
Planned land use map
Council Resolution
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RESOLUTION NO. -

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRESNO, CALIFORNIA,
INITIATING A PLAN AMENDMENT TO THE EDISON COMMUNITY PLAN AND
THE 2025 FRESNO GENERAL PLAN AND INITIATION OF A REZONE
APPLICATION FOR 14.5 ACRES OF PROPERTY LOCATED ON SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF WEST WHITESBRIDGE AND SOUTH HUGHES AVENUES

WHEREAS, on November 19, 2002, by Resclution No. 2002-379, the City Council adopted the
2025 Fresno General Plan, which correspondingly updated adopted the Edison Community Plan and by
Resolution No. 2002-378 certified Master Environmental Impact Report No. 10130, which evaluated the
potentially significant adverse environmental impacts of urban development within the City of Fresno's
designated urban boundary line and extended sphere of influence; and,

WHEREAS, on August 11, 2009, Councilmember Cynthia Sterling requested staff to prepare and
bring to Council resolution fo initiate a plan amendment and rezone application to the 2025 fresno general
Plan and Edison Community Plan to amend said plans from the medium density residential planned fand
use to the neighborhood commercial planned land use for 14.5 acres of property located on the southeast
corner of West Whitesbridge and South Hughes Avenues; and,

WHEREAS, the Butler-Willow Area Specific plan includes a policy statement that states the
following:

A traffic diverter preventing easibound traffic on East Butler Avenue easterly of the
intersection of East Butler and South Peach Avenues and preventing feft turn movement
from South Peach Avenue easterly onto East Butler Avenue shall be installed at the
intersection of South Peach Avenue and East Butler Avenue; and,

WHEREAS, Section 12-606-A-1 of the Fresno Municipal Code permits the City Council to initiate
a plan amendment to the general plan and respective community plans and specific plans; and

WHEREAS, Section 12-401-A-1 of the Fresno Municipal Code permits the City Council to initiate
rezoning of properly; and,

WHEREAS, itis the intent of the Council to offer land use alternatives for the subject property that

are in the best interests of the City of Fresno.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Fresno does ordain as



follows:

1
11
11

1.

The Council hereby initiates a general plan amendment to the 2025 Fresno general Plan
and Edison Community Plan from medium density residential planned land use to light
industrial planned land use for 14.5 acres of property located on the southwest corner of
West Whitesbridge Avenue and South Hughes Avenue.

The Council also hereby initiates a rezone application from the M-1 {Light Manufacturing)
and R-A (Single Family Residential — Agricultural) zone districts to the C-1 (Neighborhood
Commercial) zone district for the subject property.

The Council hereby directs the Planning and Development Depariment to take all
necessary steps, follow all necessary procedures and prepare all necessary documents,
including CEQA documentation, reports and findings to amend the Edison Community Plan
and 2025 Fresno General Plan to amend said plans as described in paragraph 1 above

and rezone the subject property as described in paragraph 2 above.



CLERK'S CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO )
CITY OF FRESNO )

I, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the foregoing Resolution
was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, California, at a regular meeting held on the
day of , 2006.

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

REBECCA E. KLISCH
City Clerk

By

APPROVED AS TO FORM

JAMES C. SANCHEZ
City Attorney

By

Deputy

Initiation of Plan Amendment
Filed by City of Fresno
APN Nos. N/A
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