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DATE: April 7, 2009
TO: Fresno City Council Members
FROM: Councilmember Lee Brand ﬂ
Council President Cynthia Sterlingég"'f
Councilmember/RDA Chair Blong Xiong KK
AGENDA ITEM: Request City Manager to return with a Communications Plan to the City
Council no later than April 23, 2009, regarding efforts by the City of
Fresno to create jobs and provide housing opportunities utilizing Federal
stimulus and Neighborhood Stabilization Program Funds
BACKGROUND

Two salient issues facing the City of Fresno are growing unemployment and housing
foreclosures. These issues are interrelated. The dramatic decline in the building industry has
had a significant impact on Fresno’s employment and home foreclosures.

Our unemployment rate in the City of Fresno is over 16% and growing. Thousand of our
citizens have lost their homes and all homeowners have seen the value of their home drop
dramatically. Locally, the national economic crisis is further magnified by the state drought
conditions. The Federal government, through a number of funding sources, is pouring millions
of dollars into cities such Fresno for housing, roads, transit, energy conservation, water and
waste water facilities, police and fire personnel, facilities, parks, urban renewal, etc.

Our nation is facing a severe economic downturn and we all need to work together to turn the
economy around. The Mayor, City Council, Redevelopment Agency, private business and our
citizens must all be partners in the recovery effort.

The citizens deserve a judicious and accessible accounting of how the dollars that are returned
to our city are being spent and the specific projects they are funding. The workshop provided
to Council at the March 17 meeting was a good start. However, many questions remain.
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The first order of business for the City of Fresno is to select priorities for project funding,
provide Council and citizen input into that process, and finally, be transparent with the public
on what the new federal funding is being used for and the overall impact and results locally.

The preparation of a communications plan will create a transparent and effective method to
inform the Council and citizens of Fresno on the status of federal funding. The communications
plan shall include a listing of the projects being undertaken, source and amount of funds
(including those applied for), timetable for completion, number of jobs created, and number of
housing units affected. It is further requested that the City of Fresno create its local version of
“recovery.gov” that the Federal government put in place to track federal stimulus funds. We
need a website that provides information, i.e. http://www.fresno.gov/recovery.htm to track
City projects.




Recovery.gov

HOME | ABOUT | IMPACT | NEWS

On Friday, March 6, 2009, President

Obama and Attorney General H

announced the allocation of 2 on

funds from the Am

can Recovery
B."Td Reinvestment Act to control crime

and i

ove the cr

1al justice

system

Welcome to Recovery.gov

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is an

unprecedented effort to jJumpstart our econamy, create or

save millions of jobs, and put a down payment on addressing

long-neglected cha

21st century. The Recovery and Reinvestment Act is an
extraordinary response to a crisis unlike any since the Great

Depression. With much at stake, the Act provides for

unprecedented levels of transparency and accountability so
that you will be able to know how, when, and where your tax
dollars are being spent. Spearheaded by a new Recovery

Board, this Act contains bu

inefficiency, and unnecessary spending, This website,
Recover

every citizen with the ability to monitor the progress c
recovery,

On Our Way: Read the Bill

The President recently signed the American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act into law. Read

Timeline - Milestones at a Glance

March 03, 2009

enges s0 our country can thrive in the

in measures to root out waste,

v.gov, will be the main vehicle to provide each and

contral cr

FAQ | CONTACT US

Edward Byrne

ESTIMATE

me and ir

Featured News

Friday, March 20 9

U.S. Labor Department's Senior
Community Service Employment
Program grantees to receive more than
$118 million under Recovery Act

Thursday, M.

Middle Class Task Force Releases Report
on ARRA's Impact on Middle
Families

ncome

day, M 1 19, 2
Statement of Secretary of Labor Hilda L.
Solis on COBRA subsidy under American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

W day, March 18, 2

Recovery Accountability and
Transparency Board Announces
Membership

March

Department_of Justice Issues report
titled "Improving the Grant Management
Process”

Wedne

day, March 18, 2009
U.S. Department of Labor issues policy
and planning guidance for employment
and training programs under American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

More News »

Federal Agencies to begin reporting use of funds

February 18, 2009

Federal Agencies to begin reporting their formula block grant awards

February 17, 2009
H.R. 1 signed into law, and site goes live

February 13, 2009

H.R. 1 passed by the House of Representatives
H.R. 1 passed by the Senate

February 09

Drag the timeline to scroll through the milestones.

RECOVERY.GOV

http://www.recovery.gov/

March 09

May 03,
Fenyf_

l\‘i\:]!l UE

Agencies to make Per

Page

for
Enter Email ZIP

es to prevent and

Accountability and
Transparency

This is your money. You have a right to
know where it's going and how it's being

Learn wt

at steps we're taking to

i can track our g

step of the way

gress every

Share vour Recovery Story

Tell us I

v the Recovery Act is affecting
at's working? What isn't? We want

you
to hear from you

State Progress and Resources

Curious ab

it the reco progress in

de

state? Learn maore
recovery efforts here

Agency Progress and
Resources

We're brin transparency and

accoumnta bl areas o

government
estments and
ns at government agencies

Learn about Recov

grant progra

and depar ts

May 20, 2009 » ,
Federal Agencies to begin reperting the

May 15, 2009 _
Detailed agency financial reports to become a

mance Pi

s publicty availabl

Federal Agencies to begin reporting on their allocations for enti

April 09

May 09 Jur

1ofl

3/24/2009



State of California Information Related to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act ... Page 1 of 1

RECOVERY.

Skip to: Content | Footer | Accessibility 'Search

Home Resources Transparency Contact Us

Sign up for updates  enter your email address here... m

ALIFORNIA'S ECONOMIC
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"My administration is committed to working with President Obama to develop
strategies to revitalize our economy, put the nation on a path to energy security and
help our citizens during this difficult time."

- Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
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State of California Launches Stimulus Accountability Plan

March 13th, 2009 at 2:17 pm - by Giuseppe Burtini

If you're new here, you may want to subscribe or
learn more about Politonomist.

Governor of California, Arnold Schwarzenegger
announced the launch of a website dedicated to
ensuring transparency and accountability in federal
economic stimulus funds provided by the American

Stimulus Release Dates

Get information on the release of your stimulus based on your
SSN.
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Today
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Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 2005 Stimulus Plan
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Obama-Recovery-Plan.com

The website — www.recovery.ca.gov — parallels
that of the federal government’s accountability site,
outlining up-to-date information about how and
where federal tax money is spent. Additionally, the
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Thursday, state government administration attended a conference in D.C. regarding state-level federal
stimulus provisions.

“As information becomes available, the website will also
post the geographic distribution of expenditures through the
use of digital mapping technology,” said Schwarzenegger’s
statement.
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Health & Human Services

Education
T Schwarzenegger said that his administration wants to ensure
L Californians return to work, and that every single dollar is

spent in an accountable manner.
Energy/Climate

The website is expected to include information about
available grants for individuals and businesses.

Science & Technology
Miscellaneous

Housing You can access the website online at www.recovery.ca.gov.
Public Safety

"federal stimulus accountability"

You came here from www.google.com searching for federal stimulus accountability. These posts might
be of interest:

o State of California Launches Stimulus Accountability Plan

http://www.politonomist.com/state-of-california-launches-stimulus-accountability-plan-00... 3/24/2009





