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What's
in 1t for
smaller
cities?

he Metro Rural Loop con-
T cept and proposal pro-

vides unique solutions to
addressing easier-said-than-
done problems facing the Val-
ley: how to bolster the region’s
economy and effectively deal
with wvehi-
cle trans-
portation
costs, con-
gestion,
safety and
access.

Every-
one is
aware that
transporta-
tion issues
are com-
plex and sometimes conflict-
ing, as statistics show average
daily commute travel to and
from work are increasing. And
yet, with gasoline and diesel
fuel prices at an all-time high,
there are more travelers on
America’s highways and
roads.

Preserving ag areas

The Metro Rural Loop may
reduce the need for existing
highway and rural road expan-
sion, preserving the region’s
agricultural areas. Residen-
tial, commercial and industri-
al developments can be fo-
cused near the loop, again pre-
serving the region's agricul-
ture economy.

And, a loop may be a solu-
tion that concentrates traffic,
which may provide more safe-
ty for drivers of agricultural
equipment and wvehicles on
rural roads as well as address
critical traffic congestion and
air quality issues.

Why? First and foremost, the
Metro Rural Loop would pro-
vide a unique opportunity for
one of the fastest-growing re-
gions in the state toactually de-
sign, develop and use a trans-
portation system that allows
for and accommodates accessi-
bility.

Accessibility, in simple eco-
nomic terms, means the abili-
ty to move raw materials, final
products and most important,
people. The age-old adage,
“Time is money,” can be quan-
tified in deliveries of goods
and services and availability
of a quality work force.

Just as important, for a
small, rural city such as Reed-
ley, which is more than 12
miles east of state Highway 99,
the Metro Rural Loop could
make all the difference in the
world when an employer deter-
mines where to locate his or
her business.

Time is money
This same principle applies
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to the cities of Dinuba, Parlier, .

Porterville, Orange Cove,
Huron, Coalinga and all other
rural communities in the re-
gion. Again, because goods
movement and employee base
plays a major role in the deci-
sion making process, accessi-
bility addresses the “time is
money” factor.

The Metro Rural Loop may
have many benefits not real-
ized in today’s efforts to re-
solve critical transportation
needs and impacts.

The loop is clearly an innova-
tive opportunity that has the
ability to enhance the region’s
economy by providing more ef-
ficient and timely access to
and from urban and rural
areas.

P Brian Nakamura is Readley
city manager. He can be
reached at bnakamura@reediey.
com.

OUR BLOG

“Opinion Talk,” the blog
by The Bee's Opinion
page staffers, is on
fresnobee.com, The
Bee's Web site. Go to
Opinions and click on
Opinion Talk. The blog
is another way for you

to connect with us on
the issues of the day,
serious and otherwise.
Please pay a visit and
let us know what you
think.

Loop: Tt's now or never for 1t
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purpose in a regional framework that unites every-

one in a larger milieu.

Metro Rural Loop

That regional perspective may be the best thing ~ Plan B

about the growing discussion about the Metro Rural
Loop. All 17 cities in the two counties, and the county
governments themselves, have signed onto the pro-
cess and have representatives participating in the
discussion. So have farmland preservation people,
such as the American Farmland Trust, and members
of the development industry. Farmers are represent-

ed, and a wide array of others.

That’s crucial. John Wright, Clovis’ planning di-
rector, speaks of the need to design a “long-range,
urban-form metro area” that is coherent as a region,
and “not done by default” in a piecemeal fashion.
Keith Bergthold, assistant planning director for Fres-
no and a driving force behind the loop concept, says
that over the “last 50 years, cities are not the econom-
ic unit — it’s the region.” He speaks of the Metro
Rural Loop idea as giving us “permission to speak

regionally.”

That makes abundant sense. The issues we face are
rarely confined to one neighborhood or one city.
Transportation is a regional issue. So are water avail-
ability and air quality. Economic development is —
or should be — a regional issue. “It's not a zero-sum

game,” said Clovis’ Wright.

If we improve air quality, we improve it for all of us.
Similarly, if good new jobs are created in Madera,
that’s good for Fresno. If the same thing happens in
Reedley, that’s good for Clovis. We are neither de-
fined nor limited by the artificial lines on maps that
separate us into all these different jurisdictions.

How we got to where we are is instructional. Cities
began to sprawl almost as soon as World War II
ended. Returning GI’s had given much to their coun-
try, and they wanted families, jobs and homes upon
their return — and right away. The Baby Boom is
evidence that they got the first. The postwar econom-
icboom provided the jobs, and the GI Bill paid for the
training to do those jobs. The returning veterans

found their homes in the suburbs.

The suburbs were born to alleviate a severe hous-
ingcrisis. The techniques of the assembly line, which
worked so well cranking out the implements of victo-
ry, were applied to vast tracts of cheap land at the
edges of existing cities, and houses sprang up every-

where, it seemed.

The whole thing was stitched together by the auto-

mobile.

It made a great deal of sense then. Today, increas-
ingly, it doesn’t work. The sprawl kept advancing out-
ward, so that we now speak of “first-ring suburbs,”
those postwar developments, which are now closer to

The Metro Rural Loop would
include parts of state Route 145
just above Madera:
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the original city cores than the newer, more distant Plan n

“edge cities,” as journalist and author Joel Garreau
calls them in his book, “Edge City: Life on the New

Frontier.”

Congestion and pollution are the result. Sois alien-
ation. Peter Calthorpe and William Fulton, in their
book “The Regional City,” put it this way: “We are
becoming socially more segregated — now by inter-
est, access and geography as well as income, age and

race.”

And we are further segregating ourselves even in
our isolated communities. Calthorpe and Fulton
again: “Even within the more highly segregated de-
velopments of today, there is less common ground,
less civic space to bring even their homogenous popu-
lations together. We leave home in a car and travel to
remote workplaces. Without the simple act of walk-
ing in our neighborhoods or having something of a
common destination, it is little wonder that we know
our neighbors less and less. We communicate on the

Internet but not on the street.”

Not everyone will like what they see in the Metro
Rural Loop. Environmentalists and conservation-
ists, among others, are sure to be aghast at the idea of
upgrading Highway 65, along the east side of the Val-
ley, into a freeway — even a freeway of the future.
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And others will cling to the postwar dream of the
detached single-family residence in the suburbs.

But many will seize the opportunity. Fresno-area
builder Kevin Castanos, an active participant in the loop discus-
sion, says “the bias against [higher] densities will vanish” over
time. Castanos adds: “Creating a plan for our whole region —
that’s the most important work in our lifetime.”

And it’s work that needs to begin right away. To that end, the
group examining the Metro Rural Loop has won a grant from the
California Partnership for the San Joaguin Valley, the agency set
up by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger to boost this region’s future.

The grant will fund feasibility studies.
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This discussion has begun at precisely the right time. James
Hallowell, the local businessman and philanthropist —and back-
er of the loop effort — put it this way: “It’s now or never.” We still
have time to plan a prosperous region that is also coherent, clean
and eminently livable. If we don’t create a regional plan that
looks out a century ahead, we may be condemning our children,
and theirs, to a very bleak landscape.

P Russ Minick is The Bee's deputy editorial page editor. He can be

reached at 441-6343 or rminick@fresnobee.com.

Route tests region’s collaboration

ince 2000, the Fresno community has

been building a network of civic entre-

preneurs committed to acting in ac-
cordance with 10 principles.

Those involved recognize and take ac-
tion based upon a deep knowledge that our
fates are intertwined. Our work on the
Metro Rural Loop is a result of that under-
standing.

Asthe seminal quote
in our first community
collaborative, “A Land-
scape of Choice: Strate-
gies for Improving Pat-
terns of Community
Growth” noted, “A com-
munity is an economy:
the two are one and the

same ... a web of practi-
RE%%‘F\?E‘ L‘IJ.' cal iinterrelationships

between neighbors
who understand their mutual dependency
and honor it by competently caring for
their work, their town, their offspring,
and each other,” a quote from James
Howard Kunstler in “The Geography of
Nowhere.”

The Metro Rural Loop, a plan to bring
concepts from “A Landscape of Choice” to
the ground where decisions must be made
and actions taken, will test both our integ-
rity and capacity as a community. The
leaders of this effort — Keith Bergthold,
John Wright and Kevin Castanos — have
earned the trust and respect of people
from every sector. They are seasoned lead-
ers with expertise in land use and commu-
nity building.

We have paid a huge price for past land-

use decisions. They damaged our trust in
one another and left wounds upon the land
and in our social fabric that are reflected
in our economy, neighborhoods, schools
and jails. The quality of our community is
up to us. Let’s create one that is held up as
a role model across the globe.

When the Growth Alternative Alliance
issued “A Landscape of Choice” in 1998, we
had very little social or civic capacity. The
alliance was a partnership between the
Fresno Business Council, Chamber of
Commerce, Farm Bureau, American
Farmland Trust and the Building Indus-
try Association, but we did not have the
relationships or tools necessary to execute
the plan.

Not ready for the challenge

- Agreement in concept is relatively easy.
A commitment to shared strategies and
the willingness to take action and invest
resources is not. Implementation requires
the willingness to collaborate. Collabora-
tion is the tougher and messier way people
choose when they finally accept that the
results sought can only be achieved by
working together.

Working together requires all members
of the team to take responsibility for their
parts, based upon their talent and resoure-
es. We weren’t ready for such a challenge
in 1998. We lacked the trust — social capi-
tal — and the skills — civic capacity — to
get the job done.

Together, we drafted a list of community
values. They are stewardship, boundary
crossing and collaboration, commitment
to outcomes, art-of-the-possible thinking,

fact-based decision making, truth telling,
power parity, commitment to resolving
conflict, asset-based approach and disclo-
sure of conflict of interest. Today, the list
has been endorsed by most major organiza-
tions in the community, including, just re-
cently, the Fresno County Board of Super-
visors.

Those engaged in the work to transform
our community are committed to abiding
by them in the civic sector. The Regional
Jobs Initiative, Choosing Our Future at
Fresno Unified School District and the
Human Investment Initiatives are all ex-
amples of the power of collaboration be-
hind comprehensive, integrated strate-
gies. We are steadily building the social
capital we will need to meet the challenges
of this century.

In addition, hundreds of people have
taken on the mantle of civic entrepreneur.
They have gained the substantive knowl-
edge and learned the skills necessary to
make a difference in their communities.
They know that the price of living in a free
country is steep. Because we tend to focus
on our rights, far too many of us have
shirked our corresponding responsibility
to make a contribution.

Today, we have the civic capacity to take
on issues that used to divide and frustrate
us. While we can buy intellectual capital
and attract money, we must build social
and civic capacity ourselves. -

P Deborah J. Nankivell is the chief
executive officer of the Fresno Business
Council. She can be reached at Deborah.
Nankivell@fresnobc.org or 449-6398.

Setting
50-year
plans

t’s no secret that Fresno

County is growing. The pop-

ulation of Fresno County is
approximately 900,000 and pro-
jections are that by 2050, the
population will be nearly 1.7
million.

But the
truth is the
entire San
Joaquin
Valley is
growing.
The popula-
tion of the

KIRK ; Valley is ex-
HUNTER pected to
grow from
3.3 million in 2000 to nearly 8
million by 2050. The one fact
that is undeniable, like it or not
— growth is going to happen.
Given this fact, we, the current
residents of the Valley and
more specifically Fresno Coun-
ty, have a responsibility to take
a proactive role in planning for
and managing this anticipated
growth. The Metro Rural Loop
is one way to meet this respon-
sibility.

In 2005, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger acknowl-
edged the impending growth of
the Valley by initiating the Cal-
ifornia Partnership for the San
Joaguin Valley. The goal of the
partnership is to achieve a pros-
perous economy, quality envi-
ronment and social equity for
the entire region. The state
also funded a series of regional
blueprint planning programs
throughout California.
Through this program, the
eight counties that comprise
the Valley are in the process of
planning for growth out to the
year 2050.

Unprecedented

Each of the eight counties is
working on its piece of the
project and will forward input
tothe Blueprint Regional Advi-
sory Committee, which will ul-
timately synthesize the data
into the San Joaquin Valley
Blueprint — a vision for the fu-
ture of the Valley’s growth.
This unprecedented collabora-
tion will provide the opportuni-
ty to think beyond county
boundaries and address issues
of sustainable development.

Last year the Fresno Council
of Governments (COG) formed
the Fresno Blueprint Round-
table, which I chair. The
charge of this committee is to
develop a blueprint for the
Fresno region through 2050.
The roundtable comprises 32
residents of Fresno County
who are committed to ensur-
ing that we take full advantage
of available data and technolo-
gy as we develop a vision for
our future of Fresno.

One scenario that will be con-
sidered and modeled by the
committee is the Metro Rural
Loop. The loop is a creative ap-
proach that incorporates multi-
city, multi-county and multi-
modal transportation to con-
nect 15-17 cities in Fresno and
Madera counties.

Wide corridors

The foundation of the loop is
wide, interconnecting trans-
portation corridors augment-
ed by coordinated regional
land-use policies that would be
adopted by local governments.
These policies would embrace
and implement designs that
promote efficient use of land
and multi-modal transporta-
tion options. These “smart
growth” decisions will further
stimulate a vibrant economy
and establish a real and sensi-
ble plan for the protection of ag-
ricultural land and natural re-
sources.

The loop is a great start to
the scenario planning current-
ly under way by the blueprint
planning process.

The roundtable will conduct
public outreach activities to
discuss the scenarios for the fu-
ture and seek input. Informa-
tion on the blueprint can be
found on COG’s Web site at
www.fresnocog.org.

P Kirk Hunter, chairman of the
Fresno Blueprint Roundtable
Committee, is CEO of the
Southwest Education Support
Center in Caruthers. He can be
reached at khunter@southwestj-
pa.org or by calling 644-1018.
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How would the Metro Rural
Loop affect ag, business,
the environment, mass
transit and small cities?
INSIDE, J3 and J4

' FRESNO

IN
THE
€ E]

Metro Rural Loop -@- existing state route

Plan A sxssus Proposed high-speed rail alignment
The Metro Rural Loop woul ,

include parts of statepRoutedMS wnnnr Gonceptual state route alignment
just below Madera:

irebaugh

w=amss Conceptual Metro Rural Loop alignment

FRESNO
COUNTY

—TN ’:o A

N

: SOUrce Metrorau.oopcu or resewauopreasimmyaudy

W PARRA/THE FRESNO BEE

- Plan Ais one of four loops -
_under consideration. See
plans B, C and D on the

~ back page.

Designers toil now to map
out the best routes to work
for your great-grandkids.

oresight is not a great strength for most of us.

We rarely look years ahead and ask ourselves,

F “What will our lives be like 20, 50, 100 years from
now?”

We pay a price for that shortcoming. As md1
viduals, we wake up one day and realize that retirement
isjust around the corner — and that we haven’t prepared
for it. As communities, we realize
one day that the models we have re-
lied upon for years to build our neigh-
borhoods and cities — once taken for
granted — no longer work well. We
scrateh our heads and try to make the
best of it.

But occasionally — very occasion-
ally — some among us will look past
the end of the work week, or the end
of the current quarter, or the school
year, and try to envision a different
future. And sometimes, they try to do
something about it before it arrives, unexpected and fre-
quently unpleasant.

That’s what'’s going on with the Metro Rural Loop, a
concept that’s beginning to get attention from elected
leaders, city planners and members of the business com-
munity. Most of this week’s Vision section is devoted to a
discussion of this idea and what it means for the people
of Fresno and Madera counties, today and 100 years from
now.

The idea is to create — beginning right away — trans-
portation corridors in a wide loop that will connect all
the cities of the two counties, with “spokes” crisscross-
ingto connect to the “wheel.” Urban development will be
confined to those corridors, and they will include a wide
array of transportation alternatives, including roads
and highways, dedicated bus lanes, light rail and other

RUSS
MINICK

‘mass transit, bike lanes and walking trails. ,
The areas in between the developed corridors will re-

main in agricultural production, thus preserving the re-

gion’s principal economic actiwt_y

The idea is short on specifics, in part by design. It will

be influenced as time passes by new technologies and
'_'_-chamging political realities, and it’s important that it be
— -aﬂ'ameworkforthsmmreratherthanarigidsetofsh'ic- :

tures placed on generations to come,
But some of the possibilities are already clear Denser

1_.urbanenvironments,inaddiﬂonhopreservingaglands i
- will mean more efficient transportation, reducing con-
~ gestion and improving air quality. The area would be

able to grow into a significant urban region while keep-
ing natural lands open for all manner of uses. That’s cru-
cial: Pastoral places are most important to those who live
indense cities. The mtenselifestyles of dense urban envi-

ronments may be exciting to many, but the pressures
they create make it even more 1mperative togetoutand

sit under a tree from time to time. And we all have to eat.

‘Some will see this as a recipe for urban homogeniza- ;
t:lon, squeezing the life out of unique communities and

robbing us of choices. It’s much more likely to work the

~ other way. If better, faster and cleaner transportation sys-

~ tems are available, people will be more free, not less, to
‘work where they wish and live where they wish, That
' allows for individual communities to share a sense of__:_

French

leaders hive
intriguing,
devious lives

ARIS — The French can be very,

well, French when it comes to the

personal lives of their leaders.
They take affairs, illegitimate children
and tumultuous marriages in stride.

But they suddenly turn traditional
when it comes to the role of the first
lady. They do not like the idea of Nicolas
Sarkozy entertaining world leaders
alone at the Elysee Palace. It is not
comme il faut (proper).

Maybe that’s why this country is so
mesmerized with the question of
whether the beautiful
Cecilia Sarkozy, a
former Schiaparelli
model who was for
years her husband’s
close political aide, is
going to serve as the
chatelain of the
Elysee, or run off
again with a lover.

No one seems sure
if she will bolt,
leaving the entertain-
ing duties to Sarko’s mother, an elegant
lawyer, or agree to play a limited role.

“We have a hard time imagining an
intermittent first lady at the Elysee,”
sniffed Le Temps, a daily newspaper,
online.

Cecilia was missing in action during
the final weeks of her husband’s
campaign. “I don’t see myself as first
lady,” the 49-year-old said in 2005. “That
bores me.”

Trying to fathom what is going on
with power couples here is like watch-
ing a French movie — scenes brimming
with emotion and ambiguity.

Cecilia left Sarko for several months
in 2005, moving to America to live with
a French communications consultant —
reportedly a response to her husband’s
affair with a French journalist.

When Paris Match published pictures
of Cecilia with her lover in New York,
Sarko became furious with his good
friend, Arnaud Lagardere, the maga-
zine’s owner. Soon, the editor was fired.

Lagardere stepped in again to kill a
story in another publication he owns, Le
Journal du Dimanche. Last Sunday, the
paper was going to reveal that Cecilia
did not bother to vote.

On the night Sarko won the presiden-
cy, Parisians were watching Cecilia’s
every move. She was not there when he
won or when he made his acceptance
speech, and some of her friends were
saying that the marriage was over.

But her two pretty, blonde daughters
from a previous marriage apparently
prevailed on her to show up later that
night at a victory rally. She came
dressed down in a gray sweater and
white slacks and looked distracted as
her husband spoke.

At the post-rally party, Paris Match —
now following the Sarko script — was
given an exclusive on their happy
reunion. They were in a hotel suite, the
magazine said, behaving “like lovers.”
“In front of all their friends reunited,”
the story said, “he dances for a single
person: Cecilia.” When Paris isn’t
fixated on Cecilia and Sarko, it’s buzzing
about the town’s other power couple.

As Segolene Royal builds on her
strong showing to become the Socialist
candidate for president in 2012, her
relationship with the father of her four
children and the head of her party,
Francois Hollande, grows byzantine.

She scooted past Hollande — who
wanted to run himself — and now she
wants to eclipse him totally. This
competition — the opposite of the
Bill-Hillary partnership — certainly did
not help her candidacy. “Every morning
I would open the newspapers and ask
myself which Socialist was going to
attack me over what I was saying,” she
told a Socialist conference the other day.

Their relationship is the subject of a
new book, “La Femme Fatale,” by two
respected political reporters from Le
Monde. The couple is suing to have some
passages cut.

“Disappointed in her private life, she
chose to go into battle without worrying
anymore about Francois Hollande, but
also with the assertion that she was
more popular than him, and he hadn’t
been able to renovate the Socialist Party
despite hopes of party activists and
elected officials,” Raphaelle Bacque, a
co-author, told a journalist, noting that
the fact that Sego and Hollande were at
each other’s throats, while keeping their
status a mystery, had “serious political
consequences. They should have been
unbeatable, Him at the head of the party,
her a candidate. But instead we saw two
teams in endless competition.”

The book guotes an interview in
which Hollande was asked where he
would live if Sego won. “At my house!”
he replied.

» Maureen Dowd is a columnist with the
New York Times Syndicate (122 E. 42nd St.
14th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10168).
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Metro Rural Loop is a
chance to act regionally

Concept has much promise,
deserves close examination.

he people now working to pull

together the concept known

as the Metro Rural Loop are
asking a lot of fundamental ques-
tions: What will this region look like
in 50 years? A hundred years? What
do we want it to look like? How many
of us will there be? Will we still have
a thriving agricultural sector in our
economy? Will we have development
that can fill our needs without filling
the entire countryside?

The loop concept envisions corri-
dors running like a big wheel in a
wide circle around the metropolitan
Fresno-Clovis area, connected by
spokes along the existing Freeways
41, 168 and 180. The transportation
corridors would be “multi-modal,”
which is planner-speak for having
lots of choices: roads, rails, buses,
trails and bike lanes, all running
through the wheel and spokes.

The people involved in the loop
think we can find good answers to all
those questions, and we hope they’'re
right. Much is riding on the deci-
sions we make about transportation,
housing, economic development and
environmental concerns in the next
few years.

It’s important to have this discus-
sion now, because, as one participant
put it, “The stars have aligned” for
an effort to come up with new ideas
for the future. The region still has an
opportunity to redefine itself before
turning into a smoggier version of
the San Fernando Valley. “The can-
vas is still white,” said another par-
ticipant.

It won'’t stay that way forever. The
San Joaquin Valley’s population is
around 3.8 million now; that’s expect-
ed to double by 2050.

We can’t handle that growth using
our current piecemeal approach,
under which local governments usu-
ally make planning decisions as if
they lived in a vacuum. We must
have a regional plan in place before
that growth smothers us.

That’s the great promise of the
Metro Rural Loop. The boards of su-
pervisors in both Fresno and Mad-
era counties and the governments of
the 17 cities in the two counties have
already joined the process.

That’s unprecedented, and it gives
us great hope that a sense of regional-
ism is growing.

We have to have that. Most of our
problems don’t stop at city bound-
aries and county lines. We’re all in
thistogether, from one end of the Val-
ley to the other, and the sooner we
realize that — and begin to plan on
that basis — the better our chances
of successfully handling what lies
ahead.

There aren’t many specifics yet on
the loop concept; that also lies ahead.
But it’s a promising effort that could
pay dividends well beyond the imple-
mentation of the “smart growth” phi-
losophy that is its philosophical un-
derpinning. We need this kind of
thinking in the Valley. We have the
resources, human and otherwise, for
a bright future. All we really need is
a good plan. We hope that emerges
from the Metro Rural Loop debate.
P Tell us what you think. Comment on
this editorial by going to http://www.fres-
nobee.com/opinion, then click on the
editorial.
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McCLATCHY

One of 16
COWNOSE rays
leads a group
through 24-inch
deep water at
the 14,500 gallon
Stingray Bay
exhibit at the
Chaffee Zoo.

ERIC PAUL
ZAMORA/
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Stingray exhibit rewards investment

is making waves this spring,

working with the Valley’s ex-
quisite spring weather to boost the
number of park visitors and gift-
shop sales.

Last year, the zoo brought in
63,800 visitors through March, but
in the month since the stingrays
came to town, the number of visi-
tors more than doubled, to 129,517.

No matter how you cook the num-
bers, that’s a success. Chalk one up
to the city’s true believers, those vot-
ers who stepped up to supporta com-
munity investment in the zoo even
though it was criticized for not
being “north” and not high-tech
enough for today’s “sophisticated
families.” y ;

Well, rethink that idea and ob-

T he Chaffee Zoo's Stingray Bay

If you go

Admission to “Stingray Bay: A
Touching Experience” is $1 with
regular zoo admission. Fresno
Chaffee Zoo members and children
under 2 years old are free. The
sting rays can be fed for an
additional $1. Zoo membership is
$50 per year.

serve Exhibit A — squealing chil-
dren of all ages delighting in touch-
ing these fascinating elasmo-
branchs, who are cousins to the
sharks. Valley families embrace op-
portunities to get away from their
TV and computer screens, adore
critters, enjoy nature and look for
any excuse to play outside together

during these balmy days.

This traveling exhibit, on display
through September, is just one of
many improvements planned by the
zoo to draw visitors to the park with
something new while arrange-
ments are made for more perma-
nent improvements coming later,
thanks to money from Measure Z,
the one-tenth-of-a-cent sales tax
backed by Fresno County voters in
2004.

It's smart marketing, really. Drip
irrigation, pruning, asphalt walk-
ways and painting cages aren’t real-
ly exciting, but prairie dogs, rattle-
snakes, trained exotic birds and
sting rays — wow!

P Tell us what you think. Comment on
this editorial by going to http://www.fres-
nobee.com/opinion, then click on the
editorial.
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~ Tom Moradian
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 ties, have experiences

~ with peers, develop skills,
- accept leadership responsibili-

. build confidence and self-es-
. teem and be part of a legacy of
. stewardship for the care of our

ums here; Metropolitan,
that African-American, Arte

Home, Kearney Mansion,

thing. We have a lot of muse-

Americas, Art Museum, Meux

Armenian. The River Parkway

~ Occupation: Teacher, retired from
~ Sanger High School; now adjunct English
teacher at Readley College; nonfiction writ-
Cer.

Hobbies: Gardening, reading, family fun',
writing letters to The Bee.

Bee reader since: 1960.

~ How many letters: 54 since 1997.

- Favorite topics: Our connections with na-
 ture; the folly of war; the need to rethink and
 re-evaluate our views on a variety of sub-
it .

Why do you write? It's my duty as a citi-
zen to be informed and articulate, and to
question authorrty :

Excerpt from recent letter: “To the ques-
tion ‘What went wrong?’ in the lives of Rob-
ert Quiroz, 21, and his young family [story
~ March 18], an answer may be too much too
~ soon. Teenage romance, early marriage,
~ military service in the Middle East, one
~ child, another soon after, the mother’s
- death at 20, the infant’s broken arm fol-
- lowed by his death, a murder charge
 against the young father. This is the life of a

‘He very likely is a fine person who simply

ERIC PAUL ZAMORA/THE FRESNO BEE

child, and perhaps to imprison her father.

did not understand the consequences of
acting like a man.”

Reaction to Ietters: Positive, encourag-
ing. I'd like some sharp disagreement.

Topic that doesn’t get enough atten-
tion: Population growth in the Valley, our

R SRR

nation’s most prosperous agricultural area.

Education: Bachelor's degree, philoso-
phy, English; master’s degree in English
from California State University, Fresno.

Family: Wife, Margie; daughters Rose,
Anna and Eleanor; grandchildren Ruby,
Porter, 7; and Evelyn, 5. :

. Could you look a girl in the eye

. her camp? I don’t plan to be

- man-child bringing children into the world.
- Weall wﬁl pay to help raise the remamrng

ki
i
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Political philosophy: Power corrupts
adversity strengthens. :

e COmplled by Parn Rowse o

‘A sad condition’

Debbie Young’s bitter
complaint about one stray cat
and abandoned kittens [letter
May 8] was in stark contrast to
my daughter-in-law and
grandson’s response to a
similar situation.

My daughter-in-law heard of
a co-worker who abandoned
four newborn kittens in an old
car. The car was going to be
sold and hauled off with the
kittens inside. She was at
work, but she phoned her son

and told him the location of the
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car lot. He quickly went to
rescue the kittens and stopped
before taking them home for
baby bottles and newborn
kitten formula.

I was one of those called to
help feed the babies. Soon one
will come home with me.

It's a sad condition and a
reflection of a person’s values
when they are unfeeling and
hostile to animals. It makes a

person wonder who else, other

than cats, they are hostile
toward.

Ms. Young asked, “Why do I

G s

have to do the job of Animal
Control?” I'll answer that: It
takes a village to take care of
children, and sometimes it
takes a village to take care of
small creatures, too.

Georgie nayton
Fresno

Keeping a promise

To save Camp El-O-Win is a
commitment we made to girls
in the Valley — a promise on
which we will deliver! We
believe in girls having opportu-
nities to share experiences

The Bee’s Editorial Board

Publisher & President Ray Steele Jr.
Editorial Page Editor & Vice President Jim Boren
Deputy Editorial Page Editor Russell Minick

Associate Editor Gail Marshall

Associate Editor Lisa Maria Boyles

The Bee's opinion is expressed only in its editorials. The opinions expressed in columns, letters and
cartoons are those of the authors and artists.

raised the funds needed to run
successful programs at camp
and pay for all repairs and
maintenance, we ran the
programs and made the
repairs. Committed? You bet!
To reach our goal, we shall
leave no stone unturned, no
partnership unexplored. We
are grateful for the communi-
ty’s support. We appreciate
Table Mountain’s demonstrat-
ed belief in our campaign.
weapon!

and tell her we could not save

be proud of them. This is what
the country is all about. It is
not about Michael Moore, Jane
Fonda or Rosie O'Donnell and

. El-O-Win. one? I'd like to know the names
.~ In 2005 and 2006, the Friends and habits of some of the birds
. of Camp E1-O-Win not only rather than the ocean fish.

Juliette G

where would I have found jeans
made in the United States?

I wrote a letter to Hershey
telling them I had purchased
my last peanut butter cup. The
closing of American factories

. fragile environment. offers river history. to move to another country is

- With personal knowledge of A good place for a museum unfair to our workers. Where
what a quality, safe camping of natural history would be have all the manufacturing

. experience does for a child, we  downtown. The Metropolitan,  jobs gone?

. move forward, seeking support Arte Americas and African- During World War II there

. from those who have knowna  American museums are was a slogan: “Buy I}m_erlcan.
child touched by the magic of  already there. Anyone else out | Would, but you can’t find
camp. Girls deserve Camp there think we should have anything anymore. Maybe the

politicians could come up with
a new tax on “out-of-country-
- made products” and put it in
an unemployment fund for our
reer workers!

Fresno

Speak up for safety
Obviously, I do not belong to
the college-age generation, as I
was totally. amazed that none of Freitas (letter May 10) who had
the students reported to
authorities that the college
shooter near California State
University, Fresno often
showed he had a gun — a lethal Aviation Administration. If he

It also seems strange that the
students who frequently saw it

reads, “Made in Costa Rica of
U.S. Fabric.” Should have
checked the label first — but

Alene Duncan
Fresno

‘Pilot error’
If the young pilot, Ted G.

some trouble with the Fresno
air traffic control likes the
Internal Revenue Service, he is
going to love the Federal

lets them, they will kill him
and label it “pilot error.”
Sadly, there was a time, long

. Pl would brush it off as just an gone, when you could take a
fobstatithat situation, oddity of the person. : problem to the FAA and they
"a"gre";%':'r:: Perhaps this tragedy will would help. Now, if you call to
“ovin  encourage students to speak up ¢complain of poor handling,
S e E'F?e‘g{?, in the future and get involved  they will call your employer
in doing the right thing. arrd try to havg you fired. You
‘Sh a ) will never be right and they
. Olll(l be pl'Oll Diane Therese will never be wrong.
I was on a flight from Denver Fresno  you must, indeed, learn to
. to Fresno on May 8. On the - " ; use the system, but start with
- flight were the 17 Air National Can’t Buy American the assumption that they are
- Guard members returning to Hurrah for Edith Country- your enemy. Fifty-two years
_ Fresno from duty in the Middle man for her letter May 11 on and 17,000 hours in aviation is
East [story May 9]. not buying more Hershey the background for this
What an outstanding group  candy! Her dried fruit was assertion. )
they were. It makes me proud  processed in China. Well, Itook  Good luck, kid.
that people like these are still  my hushand shopping for new LaRoy H. (Mick) Mlnke!sun
serving our country. People of  jeans. Where do you think Lee Fresno
the 8an Joaquin Valley should  jeans are made? The label

‘Uplifting’ event

I don’t know if I've ever been
involved in an event as uplift-
ing as the National Alliance on

the likes of them. T e
Allan A. Knudson s .
Hanford wnte tﬂ llS
Pgadase s:gndl%tters s ;
natural histo __ address and daytime pl one
No Ly . number for v tion, and
Fresno, a town of nearly -

500,000 people, does not have a
museum of natural history, yet
is trying to raise money for an
aquarium. I find that hard to
understand.

To understand the Valley
and educate our young people,
it would be nice to have a
history of the animals and
plants that have lived here, and
are still living in some areas.
Also, a history of the Indians
who lived here.

I would much rather see that
than an aquarium. I will go to

5 limit to 200 wort

.:AH submrssrons r
 edited and republ
. yform‘_ and

of

the coast to view that sort of

Mental Illness Walk, I partici-
pated in the NAMI walk May
12 at Woodward Park. It was
amazing to see hundreds
(thousands?) of people support-
ing those with a mental illness,
to do so with such love and
care, and without any stigma.

It was inspiring to see
community leaders such as
Henry Perea and Pat Hill there
to support this event. Equally
impressive were the family and
friends who showed up to be a
part of this event.

I hope some day our society
could be this supportive of
those with mental illnesses,
and show the same level of
compassion that is shown to
those with cancer or AIDS.

Mary Steffora
Fresno
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TWO VIEWS:

Should the region come together to create a Metro Rural Loop through Fresno and Madera counties?

Let’s slam brakes

It's not too early
to plan future for
the next century

used to experience great extremes —

from love and happiness to fear and
chaos. The use of imagination allows the
mind to preview experiences that might be.

So let’s stop a minute and use our imagina-
tion to preview what our community will
look like 100 years from now.

Recently in The Bee, the state Department
of Finance reported that the Valley is outpac-
ing the rest of California in population
growth. At the same time,
the city of Fresno record-
ed its highest growth rate
since 1992.

They are also telling us
that within the next 100
years the Fresno-Madera
area could have as many
as 5 to 6 million residents.
Imagine that — seven or
eight times as many peo-
AL ple living here than we
SMITH have today.

I use to think that 100
years was a long time. Of course, that was
before I hit that magic retirement age. As it
relates to land use, 100 years goes by very
quickly — like it’s just around the corner.

Because of transportation requirements,
this huge explosion of population will bring
an increase of pollution to our air and mas-
sive gridlock that we have come to associate
with a large number of automobiles, all vying
for limited space on congested roadways.

Add to that urban sprawl — the destruc-
tion of precious farmland and natural re-
sources and a continuation of concentrated
poverty — and one can see that “Houston, we
have a problem.”

If we are going to have 5 to 6 million people
traveling our roads and highways in the next
100 years, we better begin planning for it now.
When you combine the challenge with the
complexities of accomplishing things in gov-
ernment time, needless to say, “time is a-was-
tin!-”

In spite of all of the competence of our re-
cently constructed freeways, what we have
today will not even be close to adequate for
the growth that we can expect.

So we have a lot to consider as we imagine
our community of tomorrow.

One method that has recently been offered
for this transportation dilemma is a project
called the Metro Rural Loop.

This “loop” would basically sur-
round the central Fresno area
with modern, clean high-
ways that would cre-
ate convenientac-
cess to most
of the

I magination is a powerful word. It can be

areas of population concentration — basical-
ly connecting 15-17 local cities that are in
Fresno and Madera counties.

The Metro Rural Loop is not a unique con-
cept. In many major metropolitan cities, ex-
perts have found it efficient to create what
they call the “spoke and wheel” concept of
moving people, along with goods and servic-
es, around large metropolitan areas. One
only has to look to Atlanta, Los Angeles or
Chicago to find successful examples of this
idea.

Our spoke-and wheel would allow the for
the expansion of Highways 99, 41, 180, and 168
and extending state Route 65 on the east side
of the Valley and state Route 145 on the west.

In addition to automobiles, these corridors
could include light rail, express lanes for ve-
hicles and, where needed, routes that could
be used for bus rapid transit. Bus rapid tran-
sit achieves most of the public transit bene-
fits of light rail, but offers it at a lower cost
and more flexibility, thus allowing it to be
customized to a community’s current needs
and modified for the future.

Here is just one example of what the Metro
Rural Loop would create:

Let’s say that today we attempt to travel
from downtown Reedley to downtown Clovis.
According to MapQuest, we would drive
more than 33 miles of surface streets and it
would take a little under an hour.

Utilizing the spoke-and-wheel concept,
that same drive would cut the travel time al-
most in half, producing fewer starts and
stops, fewer miles driven, less pollution and,
of course, less fuel expense.

This Reedley-to-Clovis example is just one
of many examples the Metro Rural Loop con-
cept would allow to make transportation
more efficient.

The Metro Rural Loop is a comprehensive
initiative that will need regional collabora-
tion of local governments and private enti-
ties. Included must be the counties of Fresno
and Madera, along with the 17 local cities.

If we digest all these numbers — 5 to 6 mil-
lion people, 100 years and our current trans-
portation corridors — we realize we had bet-
ter begin addressing the problem now.

I “imagine” it’s time to start.

P Al Smith is president and chief executive
officer of the Greater Fresno Area Chamber of
Commerce. He can be reached at alsmith@fres-
nochamber.com or at 495-4816.

on this whole idea

al non-attainment zone.

The Metro Rural Loop poses a neces-
sity to consider the project with caution.
The plan is promoted with the use of trendy
phraseology and contemporary key words
of the urban-planning community. One has
to be weary of the marketing package and
approach this plan with apprehension that
the project could simply be a disguise for a
500-square-mile land grab for the prolifera-
tion of tract-house build-
ingtrends and an extend-
ed Los Angeles.

The terminology used
describes the plan as:
“SMART high-intensity
compact development of
mixed use residential,
commercial, industrial,
public facility and open
JP space land ... .” This can

.. easily be interpreted to
SWEENEY describe even smaller
tract-house lot sizes for
the purpose of increasing housing developer
interest profitability and the propagation of
strip centers, which is the current status-
quo method of building. This method of
urban growth has proven itselfto be environ-
mentally non-sustainable and consequently,
iseconomically a destructive method of com-
munity growth.

The proposed Metro Rural Loop plan calls
for connectivity through a transit-oriented
corridor.

All of downtown Fresno was originally
built as transit-oriented back in the 1800s.

F resno’sair quality is designated a feder-

i Fresno’s growth during its most vibrant era
. of prosperity rivaled Los Angeles and San
. Francisco. Fresno was a very desirable
. place to live. It was easy to get anywhere in
¢ town and ideally located in the center of the
. state. It was in the middle of everything.

It is puzzling to stand back and look at
what Fresno originally offered, what it had,
what it has become and why. Fresno’s initial
50-year boom was followed immediately by a
devastating decline that included the remov-
al of its transportation system.

The past 70 years have shown that the au-
tomobile is not a sustainable mode of trans-
portation and that removing a transit sys-
tem will destroy the overall community’s
productive output by eliminating the cen-
tral commerce cluster.

In the December 2006 draft of Fresno’s
Downtown Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Study the consultant said: “There is a

direct correlation between the explosion
of fringe-area developmentand the cen-
tral area’s growing problems. The
statistics of overbuilding the sub-
urbs and loss of markets in the
central area and other parts
of the city support it. Un-
less a clear edge is firm-
ly established for what
will constitute the ex-
tent of the city’s geo-
graphic expansion
over the next 20
years, and unless
the city’s adopt-
ed plans are fol-
lowed with
some measure
of consistency,
there appears
tobe little basis
for actually re-
establishing
the economic vi-
tality, strength
and property
functions of the
central area.”
In other
words: Sprawl is
killing down-

of more sprawl

town. Downtown’s solution is to go back to
the original design and reinstitute the mobil-
ity component— creating convenient access
which is a vital component necessary for re-
vitalization. Downtown Fresno was built as
the commerce hub for the entire San
Joaquin Valley, not just the metropolitan
area. Downtown is not built to sustain auto-
mobile traffic and needs a well-developed
transit system network to allow convenient
travel without the use of automobiles.

The Metro Rural Loop will further kill
downtown without first rebuilding down-
town to make it the regional commerce hub.
And there will be no revitalization withouta
convenient method of mobility.

Transit is recession-proof. Higher gas
prices bring a desire for alternative meth-
ods of transportation and increased need for
an efficient transit system.

The Metro Rural Loop calls for a transit-
oriented corridor. As the general rule; a
transit-oriented development is a high-den-
sity, mixed-use real estate development that
requires transit as its primary source of mo-
bility. These developments are within a five-
minute walk, within a quarter mile of a tran-
sit station and are generally incorporated
into the development of a transit station.

To create a transit-oriented corridor is to
develop a series of stations (ideally a half-
mile apart) that are connected through a cen-
tral transit system. The 1- to 1%-mile swath
on either side of a transit line would be over-
building in relation to the developments.

As the Metro Rural Loop states: “These
wide, interconnected corridors and loops
will provide the opportunity for rail, light
rail, busways, high-occupancy vehicle
lanes, auto and truck traffic to serve and be
supported by SMART high-intensity com-
pact development of mixed-use residential,
commercial, industrial, public facility and
open space land uses aligned and contained
to a depth of 1 to 1% miles along either side
of the newly developing portions of these pri-
mary regional metropolitan arteries.”

Careful planning has to be adhered to
when considering what the future holds. To
build a regional plan for the future, such a
plan has to include the future source of mo-
bility. Mobility is the base of urban growth.
The automobile is not environmentally sus-
tainable; it is unlikely that the current auto-
mobile can survive its transportation domi-
nance another 50 years in light of advanced
transit-system technology development.
Adding to the decline of the automobile is
the reduction of oil supply and the rise of
oil-production costs. In developing a region-
alurban plan, it is important to consider the
advances of new transportation alterna-
tives.

A simple Metro Rural Loop road with its
spoke section road connectivity and the cur-
rent call for its three-mile-wide swath, with-
out considering alternative methods of envi-
ronmentally sustainable transportation, is
nothing more than a pattern of status-quo
growth. Transportation is the essential base
element to effect air quality and regional
economic health.

The future is exceedingly important, but
the lead agency that is promoting this plan
is the planning department of the city of
Fresno. There are immediate issues within
the city’s sphere of influence; and even is-
sues within its own jurisdiction that would
lead one to ask the question as to why the 500
square miles of development for Metro
Rural Loop is deemed as a city of Fresno pri-
ority.

Here’s a thought: Help to develop a priva-
tized alternative transit system for today.

P J.P. Sweeney is chief executive officer of
Central Transit and Development Corp. He
can be reached at jpatrick@centraltransit.com
or www.centraltransit.com,

Transporation corridor must give ag breathing room

far-sighted and well-intentioned.

The idea is to prevent urban
sprawl from overrunning the entire re-
gion by attracting future growth to ex-
isting cities and towns and to new trans-
portation corridors
that link them,

Its originators
say it could save 700
square miles of
farmland in the
next century. It
would also, they
say, alleviate traf-
fic congestion, im-
EDWARD prove air quality
THOMPSON JR. and create econom-

ic opportunity for
local communities throughout Fresno
and Madera counties. Sounds like ev-
eryone wins.

I certainly hope so. But unless this
new framework for development is
properly designed and accompanied by
effective growth management policies,
it could become just another beltway of
the kind that has spawned urban

T he Metro Rural Loop proposal is

sprawl around nearly every sizable
American city. And agriculture — the
economic mainstay of the region —
would be only one of the losers.

To determine if and how the loop
should go forward, there are some criti-
cal agricultural issues it should ad-
dress:

B Will the loop direct growth
away from the most productive farm-
land in the region?

Many of the cities that the loop would
connect are in the midst of the best
farmland in the region, the land with
the most fertile soils and the cheapest,
most reliable water supplies. Will the
alignment and configuration of the
new transportation corridors and, in-
deed, the kind of transportation envi-
sioned — highway, light rail, some-
thing brand new? — steer clear of the
best farmland?

B Will the loop help the cities
grow in a compact, efficient manner
to minimize the conversion of farm-
land?

With or without the loop, if the urban

areas of Fresno and Madera counties
continue to grow at the current rate,
consuming an acre of farmland for
every nine people, they will lose anoth-
er 270,000 acres (420 square miles) of
mostly agricultural land by 2050. Will
the loop provide new transportation op-
tions that free people from driving ev-
erywhere, reduce the need for streets
and parking lots, enabling land to be
saved while generating the same
amount of economic opportunity?

B Will the loop leave enough
room between cities and corridors
to be economically farmed?

Agriculture needs elbow room to op-
erate. If too many neighbors live close
to farms, it leads to physical and legal
conflicts that inevitably increase the
risk and cost of farming. The loop plan
contemplates a wheel-and-spoke sys-
tem of urban corridors with pie-shaped
wedges of open land in between. Will
the open areas be large enough to allow
farming to continue without undue in-
terference or cost?

B What will prevent development
from taking place outside cities,

towns and the new transportation
corridors?

If the loop is to succeed as a magnet
for growth that would otherwise
spread all over the land, some way
must be devised to contain new develop-
ment within cities, towns and the new
transportation corridors. General
plans, zoning and annexation policies
are all designed to do this.

But too often they are changed or
compromised at the whim of develop-
ers or individual landowners seeking
to cash in on a windfall. And thus far,
they have not prevented the spread of
rural “ranchette” development that
now comprises 26% of the developed
area of Fresno County and 52% in Mad-
era. Can a new generation of growth
management policies be devised and
implemented to work with the loop to
produce the win-win outcome we all
want?

Nearly a decade ago, American Farm-
land Trust teamed with the Fresno
County Farm Bureau, Fresno Business
Council, Fresno Chamber of Com-
merce and the Building Industry Asso-

ciation of the San Joaguin Valley to pro-
duce “A Landscape of Choice,” which
outlined strategies for improving com-
munity growth in the region.

It called for all of the things now
known as “smart growth,” including
using transportation options to build
more tightly knit communities and sav-
ing farmland to sustain agriculture.

Today, that consensus document is
still a useful guide, not only for plan-
ning a possible Metro Rural Loop, but
also for other important planning ven-
tures in the region, such as Fresno
County’s agricultural buffers task
force and the model farmland protec-
tion program it is just beginning to de-
sign.

P Edward Thompson Jr. is California
state director for American Farmland
Trust, a national conservation organiza-
tion working to protect the best farmland
and environmental quality. For more
information, visit www.farmland.org/cali-
fornia.



