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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-112

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRESNO,
CALIFORNIA, DESIGNATING THE WILLIAM F. JONES HOME,
LOCATED AT 1112 E. FRANKLIN AVAENUE, TO THE LOCAL
REGISTER OF HISTORIC RESOURCES

WHEREAS, the William F. Jones Home was constructed in 1911 and is located within the

1885 Park Addition; and

WHEREAS, the home was the residence of William F. Jones and his wife Mary Estella Jones
from 1918-1936 with Mrs. Jones remaining in the home through 1938 following the death of her

husband; and

WHEREAS, William F. Jones served as the Fresno County Sheriff from 1918-1930 and was

praised for his popularity, high ethical standards and his ability to negotiate difficult labor
disputes as for example the 1921 Coalinga oil field strike; and

WHEREAS, the home is an excellent example of the Arts and Crafts aesthetic applied to the

bungalow with numerous outstanding character defining features; and

WHEREAS, the owners of the property, Greg and Barbara Fiske, support the designation of

the building to Fresno’s Local Official Register of Historic Resources; and

WHEREAS, the City of Fresno Historic Preservation Commission, at a duly noticed public

hearing held on April 27, 2009, heard testimony on the subject property; and

WHEREAS, based on that testimony, and the presentation of facts relating to the criteria for

official designation, as set forth in the Fresno Municipal Code, Article 16, Section 12-1601 et
seq., made the following findings;

That the William F. Jones Home meeits the criteria set out in
Article 16, Chapter 12, Section 12-1607 (a) of the Fresno Municipal Code:
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and is eligible for listing on Fresno's Local Register of Historic Resources:

and be recommended to the Fresno City Council for adoption as a Local
Resource; and whereas in accordance with Fresno Municipal Code, Article 16,
Section 12-1601 et seq. this hearing has been duly noticed for Council action upon
the designation recommended by the Commission; and

WHEREAS, on May 14, 2009, Council held a hearing where they took evidence, including
but not limited to, staff presentation, a report prepared by staff addressing the properties
eligibility to the Local Register, a Primary Record (“PR") and a Building, Structure and Object
Record ("BSOR”) prepared by the City’s Historic Preservation Specialist (as defined in FMC §
12-1604(b)) finding that the property met eligibility requirements for criteria ii and iii to
subdivision 12-1607(a)(1).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Fresno:

L Council finds that the above recitals are true and correct.

2. Council finds that the William F. Jones Home is eligible for listing under criteria i
and iii of subdivision 12-1607(a)(1) based upon the evidence presented to Council

in the staff presentation, staff report, the PR and the BSOR.
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i Council designates the William F. Jones Home to the Local Register
of Historic Resources.
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CLERK'S CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO ) ss.
CITY OF FRESNO )

|, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the
foregoing resolution was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, at a regular

meeting held on the day of May 14 , 2009.
AYES - Borgeas, Brand, Dages, Perea, Westerlund, Xiong, Sterling
NOES : None

ABSENT :  nene
ABSTAIN :  Nene

Mayor Approval : May 20 , 2009
Mayor Approval/No Return: N/A , 2009
Mayor Veto: N/A , 2009
Council Override Vote: N/A , 2009
APPROVED AS TO FORM: REBECCA E. KLISCH
OFFICE City Clerk

CITY ATTORNEY'S

BY: S A ) Eﬁ%’mﬁw
Deputy Kabluryn Pl 5/4/09
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State of California— The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRAI &
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
NAHP Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer Date

P1l. Resource Name(s) or Number: The Frank Chance Field (site)
*P2. Location: *a. County: Fresno
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Fresno South, site located in the n/e % of Section 11, T14S, R20E
c. Address: Various, including 4190 E. Ventura Street
d. Assessor's Parcel Number: Various including 470-061-15

*P3a. Description: The Frank Chance Field was a baseball park formerly located on a 20-acre
parcel on the southwest corner of what is now Ventura Street and Cedar Street. The facility
included a field constructed in a hexagonal plan with wooden bleachers on the northern three
sides of a baseball diamond. A green wooden fence, approximately 9 feet tall, enclosed the field.
Players sat on wooden benches (there were no dugouts) and there was a clubhouse on the east
side of the field for the players.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP42 (Baseball field, site)
*P4. Resources Present: =Site
= oK o 2 P5b Photo date: March 14,
r—s L"M‘%ﬂ'{ e g 1935, Fresno Chamber of
£t 5w o~ E Commerce, Photo: Pop Laval.

‘P6. Date Constructed/Age
and Sources: 1935; opening
day March 14, 1935,

*P7. Owmer and Address:
20-acre site is currently
owned by numerous
individuals and corporations,

*P8. Recorded by:

Karana Hattersley-Drayton
Historic Preservation Project
Manager, City of Fresno

*PO. Date Recorded:
March 16, 2000

*P10. Survey Type:
Reconnaissance (no extant

features remain)

‘P11. Report Citation: “Evaluation for Designation of Frank Chance Field to Local Register of Historic
Resources.”

‘Attachments: @ Bullding, Structure and Object Report

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information
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State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRi#

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial

Page 3 Resource: Frank Chance Field

*Recorded by: Karana Hattersley-Drayton *Date: March 16, 2009 ® Continuation
B10 Continued:

Chance was known for his temper, his “scrappy attitude,” and was the first player ejected from a World
Series game (Game Three, 1910) due to an argument with the empire, Following a contract dispute with
the Cubs management he moved to New York City where he managed the Yankees for two seasons, 1913-
1914. In 1916 he purchased an interest in the Los Angeles Angels of the Pacific Coast League and
managed the team to a first-place finish. He served as Manager of the Boston Red Sox in 1923 and died
the next year from Injuries he had sustained from playing baseball.

The Frank Chance Fleld was used by the local community for the Twilight League, a recreational program
initiated here in Fresno 1914 and which was then emulated by other cities around the United States.
Boxing matches also apparently occurred at the site. In addition, numerous exhibition games were held al
the fleld. As examples, The Toklo [sic] Giants played the San Francisco Seals on March 24, 1935, and the
Pittsburg Pirates played the resurrected Fresno Tigers on April 1, 1938. The field also served as the spring
training grounds for the San Francisco Seals which at the time included Joe DiMaggio.

It is unclear why the park had such a brief career. In 1941 Euless Park was constructed on University
Avenue behind the Ratcliff Stadium “for professional baseball in Fresno” (Fresno Co in the 20t
Century, 462). Apparently the Frank Chance Field needed refurbishing and there was inadequate
financing to bring the park up to modern standards. In 1941 the wooden bleachers from Chance Field
were dismantled and sold to the Clovis Rodeo and baseball at Ventura and Cedar became a memory of an
earlier time as the community experienced the impact of World War I1.

Southeast corner of Cedar and Ventura
March 2009

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information



State of Callfornia — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

*NRHP Status Code: 553

*Resource Name: Frank Chance Field

B3. Original Use: Baseball Park B4. Present Use: Mixed commercial and residential
*B5. Architectural Style: Vernacular baseball park design

*B6. Construction History: Ground breaking ceremony occurred on January 14, 1935 and the park
officially opened on March 14, 1935. By 1941 the park was abandoned and the bleachers were sold to the
Clovis Rodeo.
*B7. Moved?(0No wYes Park demolished by 1941.
“B8. Related Features: The 20 acre site is now primarily residential, with homes bullt in the late 1940s
and early 1950s as part of the Eastmore Village Subdivision. Parcels facing north along Ventura Street
include a car wash and Long John Silver's restaurant.

B9a. Architect: N/A BS6b. Bullder: Unknown

*B10. Significance: Theme: Recreational/social history, baseball Area: Fresno
Period of Significance: 1935-1940 Property Type: Baseball field
Applicable Criteria: Criterion i, Local Register of Historic Resources

The Frank Chance Field enjoyed a brief but sterling chapter in the social history of 20t century Fresno.
The park was constructed on a 20-acre site at what Is now the southwest corner of Ventura and Cedar
Streets. A ground breaking ceremony on January 14, 1935 was attended by numerous sports and
governmental dignitaries including Mrs. Frank Homan and Mayor Z.S. Leymel. Homan was the sister of
Frank Chance, for whom the field was named. The official dedication of the field on March 14, 1935
began with lunch at the Hotel Fresno and proceeded to the park along a parade route with 60 cars of
official dignitaries and guests, The Pacific Coast League's San Francisco Seals played a four game
exhibition series against the San Francisco Missions; the Seals were coached by the legendary Frank
“Lefty” O'Doul.  Frank Leroy Chance was born in Salida, Callfornia on September 8, 1876 and moved
with his family to Fresno a year later. Chance delivered newspapers for the Fresno Daily Evening
Expositor (which incidentally sponsored the area's first team for boys) and he played on the company team
in 1889 when he was 12, Chance graduated from Fresno High School and after playing for local baseball
teams, such as the Fresno Tigers, joined the Chicago Cubs in 1898. In 1905 he became the Cubs
Manager, and continued to also play first base as a player-Manager. At the time he was considered the
National League's best player at this position. He led the Cubs to two World Series championships (1907,
1908) and four league pennants. His name was memorialized in the poem written by Franklin Pierce
Adams, *Baseball's Sad Lexicon,” which quoted the double play made famous by the Cubs: “Tinker to
Evers to Chance.” (continued)

*B12. References: 1948 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map: personal communieation, Eldon Morris and Jack

Krog n.d and 4.23.09: Los Angeles Times 5 September — —-
2008; www.findagrave.com, "Frank Chance,” accessed 7 = r e L PR e
October 2008: Fresno County in the 20" Century, pp. L =" ', B
461-462, 465; Wikipedia, “Frank Chance,” accessed 22 1 7 o —
April 2009:; 1907cubs.com, accessed 22 April 2009; | [ s F_L p (] | .'
Fresno Bee, 15 Janu 1935; 24 March 1935; 7 ~| M EEEEEEEEE R IR A
November 1937; 1 M:Irzh 1938; Legends and Legacies - - 1—E_;E_LT — _J"-r
1996:181: Eastmore Village Subdivision Map, 1940(7). “ q i i i i i 'I_H b i—..;
— - - o E o ow q o -. Q—l

‘Bl4. Evaluator: Karana Hattersley-Drayton |
*Date of Evaluation: April 23, 2009 B

[This space reserved for officlal comments.)
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May 14, 2009 Coundil Adoption: 5/14/09
Mayor Approval:
TO: MAYOR ASHLEY SWEARENGIN RECEWED Mayor Veto:
verride Request:
FROM: REBECCA E. KLISCH, Ch%fé 2003 MAY 21| AH 8: 22}
City Clerk CITY CLERK. FRESNO CA

SUBJECT: TRANSMITTAL OF COUNCIL ACTION FOR APPROVAL OR VETO

At the Council meeting of 5/14/09, Council adopted the attached Resolution No. 2009-112
entitled Designating William F. Jones home, 1112 E. Franklin, to Local Reg of Historic
Resources, Item No. 10:15 a.m. - 2, by the following vote:

Ayes ! Borgeas, Brand, Dages, Perea, Westerlund, Xiong, Sterling
Noes : None
Absent ' None
Abstain . None

Please indicate either your formal approval or veto by completing the following sections and
executing and dating your action. Please file the completed memo with the Clerk’s office on
or before May 25, 2009. In computing the ten day period required by Charter, the first day
has been excluded and the tenth day has been included unless the 10" day is a Saturday,
Sunday, or holiday, in which case it has also been excluded. Failure to file this memo with
the Clerk’s office within the required time limit shall constitute approval of the ordinance,
resolution or action, and it shall take effect without the Mayor’s signed approval.

Thank you.
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VETOED for the following reasons: (Written objections are required by Charter, attach
additional sheets if necessary.)

Date: 5. 25-04

Ashley Swearengin, Mayor

COUNCIL OVERRIDE ACTION: Date:
Ayes :

Noes

Absent

Abstain
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