RESOLUTION NO. 2009-48

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING ASSEMBLY BILL 241, THE RESPONSIBLE BREEDER ACT
OF 2009, ASSEMBLY BILL 242, THE DOG FIGHTING PREVENTION ACT OF 2009, AND
ASSEMBLY BILL 243, THE ANIMAL ABUSE PREVENTION ACT OF 2009

WHEREAS, The State of California and the Central Valley have experienced many
problems with animal abuse issues such as dog fighting, breeding mills and the mistreatment and
hording of animals; and

WHEREAS, A puppy mill is defined by the Humane Society of the United States as a
large scale commercial breeding facility that mass produces puppies for sale. The World Animal
Foundation has found that “puppy mill kennels usually consist of small wooden and wire-mesh
cages, or even empty crates or trailer cabs, all kept outdoors, where female dogs are bred
continuously, with no rest between heat cycles. The mothers and their litters often suffer from
malnutrition, exposure, and lack of adequate veterinary care™; and

WHEREAS, Only half of dogs bread at mills survive to be sold, and many of those are
not kept by their owners and ultimately end up in shelters; and

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 241 would limit the number of adult dogs or cats a seller can
maintain to 50 in order to prevent puppy mills; and

WHEREAS, Under federal law, it is a felony to organize a dogfight or participate in
interstate commerce or activities related to animal fighting and California Penal Code Section
597.3 only charges spectators at dogfights with a misdemeanor; and

WHEREAS, Spectators provide much of the profits from dog fights through admission
fees and gambling; and

WHEREAS. since dog fighting is illegal in all 50 statcs spectators do not merely happen
upon fights but must actively seck them out; and

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 242 would elevate spectatorship at dog fighting exhibitions
from a misdemeanor to a felony to further discourage those who participate in this illegal
activity; and

WHEREAS, The recidivism rate of animal cruelty and neglect crimes committed by
animal “collectors™ or “hoarders™ is, according 1o most studies, virtually 100%: and

WHEREAS, Animal hoarding is recognized by the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders as a form of mental illness; and
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WHEREAS, Ascembly Bill 243 will make it mandatory for a judge to prohibit a person Ty
convicted of specified animal-related crimes from owning or possessing, caring for. or having R
any contact with animals for a minimum period of time and will give prosecutors the option of
cither asking that a defendant’s probation be violated or filing a scparate misdemeanor criminal
charge for defendants who violate their “no ownership™ order; and

WHEREAS, These three assembly bills all work to prevent animal abuse and neglect in
California and Fresno; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Fresno
does hereby find that enactment of AB 241, AB 242 and AB 243 by the Legislature of the State
of California would be in the best interest of the City of Fresno.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO ) ss.

CITY OF FRESNO )

[, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the

foregoing resolution was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, at a regular

meeting held on the __ 24th  day of February , 2009.
AYES : Borgeas, Brand, Caprioglio, Dages, Perea, Xiong. Sterling
NOES : None
ABSENT : None
ABSTAIN None

REBECCA E. KLISCH
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City Clerk
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CITY ATTORNEY'S OFFFICE

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

BY:
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