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Resolution No. 2008-64

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE NATIONAL PARK
CENTENNIAL INITIATIVE AND MAINTAINING AND
PRESERVING AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS

WHEREAS, the National Park system contains 83 million acres of culturally, historically, and
naturally significant lands that are home to a wonderful diversity of biological species, scenic geological

areas, irreplaceable archeological sites, an 80-million item museum collection, and 20,000 buildings of
historic value; and

WHEREAS, the Park Service’s annual operating budget falls at lcast $800 million short of what
is nceded; and

WHEREAS, the Congressional Research Service has identified a $4.5- to $9.7-billion backlog of
overdue maintenance and infrastructure repair projects, resulting from decades of annual shortfalls in our
parks’ operating budgets; and

WHEREAS, the Park Service’s operating budgets are shrinking in real dollars, resulting in only
one interpreter per 100,000 park visitors, reduced operating hours and closures at visitors centers, reduced
public education programs, lapses in scientific monitoring of flora and fauna, poaching of wildlife and
American Indian artifacts, inadequate preservation of deteriorating historical buildings, and improper
curation and inaccessibility to the public of priceless museum collections: and

WHEREAS, there is a Land and Water Conservation Fund land acquisition backlog in the
National Park Service of more than 11,000 tracts, comprising 1.8 million acres, with an estimated value of
$1.9 billion, prohibiting the ability to acquire adjacent lands and expand the footprint national park units;
and

WHEREAS, the centennial of the establishment of our irreplaceable National Park System is in
2016; and

WHEREAS, National Parks generate substantial economic benefit for surrounding communities
through local employment, tax revenues, visitor spending on meals and lodging, businesses expenditures
to service visitors, and Park Service expenditures for park employee salaries, supplies, services,
construction projects, etc.; and

WHEREAS, visitors to Kings Canyon, Sequoia and Y osemite National Parks spent $405 million
in local communities in fiscal year 2005 and helped support 9732 jobs; and

WHEREAS, Yosemite National Park’s 3.3 million visitors contribute over $330 million to local
economics, yet interpretive rangers on staff is at the lowest in a decade, campfire programs no longer
exist, many positions have been climinated, and the park struggles to maintain restrooms, trails, and
campgrounds and is facing an annual shortfall of $17 million; and

WHEREAS, Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks’ 1.2 million visitors contribute over $75
million to local economies, yet struggles with a $14 million shortfall and have received insufficient
funding to adequately employ enough rangers to ensure visitor safety, deter illegal marijuana cultivation,
provide education programs for Valley children and educators, maintain park roads and infrastructure,
and reopen four closed backcountry ranger stations: and

WHEREAS, we have not seen the budget of Yosemite or Sequoia/Kings Canyon National Parks
keep up with inflation, maintenance needs, nor the visitor count; and
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WHEREAS, the air quality in our Sierra parks is of great concern and must be addressed: and

WHEREAS, the above mentioned National Park System units are important components of our
region’s historic, cultural, economic, recreation, and social identity; and

WHEREAS, we believe that the region’s public lands could become a “significant tourist draw”
for our community and that such additional visitors would add to our economic base in the form of
tourism dollars: and

WHEREAS, the Administration has initiated the National Park Centennial Initiative in order to
further enhance and reinvigorate the national parks in time for their 100 birthday.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the City of Fresno supports the National Park Centennial
Initiative and increased funding of the National Park Service annual operations budgets and elimination of
maintenance and road repair backlogs for all park units. In addition, we support other legislative efforts
to restore, reinvigorate, maintain and preserve America's 391 national park units.
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CLERK’S CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO ) ss
CITY OF FRESNO )

|, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, hereby certify that the foregoing
Resolution was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, California at a regular meeting
held on the 25th day of March, 2008.

AYES - Calhoun, Dages, Duncan, Perea, Sterling, Xiong
NOES " None
ABSTAIN . None
ABSENT : Westerlund
Mayor Approval: N/A , 2008
Mayor Approval/No Retumn: N/A , 2008
Mayor Veto: N/A , 2008
Council Override Vote: N/A , 2008
REBECCA E. KLISCH
City Clerk
Byrw
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