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RESOLUTION NO, 2009-146

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRESNO,
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING THE RESOURCE CONSERVATION ELEMENT
OF THE 2025 FRESNO GENERAL PLAN (PLAN AMENDMENT
APPLICATION NO. A-09-02)

WHEREAS, California Assembly Bill {AB) 170 has been chaptered into the California
Government Code as Section 65302 1, requiring San Joaquin Valley cities and counties to adopt
specific information and policies into their general plans regarding regional air quality and air
pollution abatement; and

WHEREAS, AB 170 imposed a deadline upon the regulated cities and counties, which falls
on June 30, 2009 for the City of Fresno; and

WHEREAS, on November 19, 2002, by Resolution No. 2007-379, the City Council adopted
the 2025 Fresno General Plan, including an Air Quality policy section in its Resource Conservation
Element, and by Resoclution No. 2002-378 certified Master Environmental Impact Report No. 10130
("MEIR"), State Clearinghouse No. 2001071097, which evaluated the potentially significant adverse
environmental impacts of urban development within the City of Fresno's designated urban boundary
line and extended sphere of influence, including those related to air quality; and,

WHEREAS, the Interim Planning and Development Department Director of the City of
Fresno initiated Plan Amendment Application No. A-09-02 to amend and augment the 2025 Fresno
General Plan with regard to air quality, in order to comply with all provisions of AB 170; and

WHEREAS, California Assembly Bill 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of
2008, mandates that emissions of greenhouse gases be rolled back to their estimated 1990 levels
by year 2020, a mandate widely recognized to place significant obligations on local planning and

infrastructure agencies such as the City of Fresno; and

6/25 /09

r\t‘

Ll29/09
G L2|25]0F 2009~ 194 o




Resolution No.
Plan Amendment Application No. A-08-02, Air Quality Update for the 2025 Fresno General Plan
June 25, 2009
Page 2
WHEREAS, on May 21, the City Council approved formation of the "Sustainable Fresno
Environmental and Renewable Resource Center” to address potential climate change through an
integrated program with the goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, facilitating sustainable
energy generation and energy conservation, and improving water conservation; and
WHEREAS, the update of City air quality planning policies required by AB 170 provides a
timely opportunity to re-evaluate existing policies for reduction of criterion air pollutants as well as to
implement new policies for avoiding significant adverse global climate change by reducing and
avoiding emissions of greenhouse gases; and
WHEREAS, City planning staff has researched the issues, consulted with the San Joaquin
Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD), and has held four noticed public workshops to solicit
input from residents, business organizations, environmental groups, City departments, and other
public agencies on direction and content for the proposed air quality update; and
WHEREAS, the resulting air quality update plan document contains prescribed background
information on air pollutants, air quality standard attainment status for the San Joaquin Valley Air
Basin, air quality improvement and maintenance plans; and sets forth updated and new objectives,
policies, and implementation measures for improving air quality and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions; and
WHEREAS, two new information appendices are proposed to be added to the 2025 Fresno
General Plan: Institute for Local Government California Climate Action Netwaork Besl Practices
Framework, and the California Attorney General advisory entitled “The California Environmental
Quality Act, Addressing Global Warming Impacts at the Local Agency Level; and
WHEREAS, planning staff provided two informational attachments for Plan Amendment No.
A-09-02 which will not amend the 2025 Fresno General Plan but which provide supporting

documentation on the 2025 Fresno General Plan's compliance with provisions of AB 170 in the form
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of compendia of the City of Fresno’s existing General Plan and Municipal Code provisions, formal
administrative policies, fleet modifications, renewable energy projects, and other examples of City
implementation of air quality improvement goals in the 2025 Fresno General Plan and AB 170; and
WHEREAS, planning staff provided another informational attachment for Plan Amendment
No. A-09-02 which will not amend the 2025 Fresno General Plan but which demonstrates conformity
between existing 2025 Fresno General Plan policies relating to air quality and goals, objectives, and
policies set forth in the 2005 SIVAPCD "Air Quality Guidelines for General Plans," specifically cited
in AB 170 as the model for addressing this issue in planning documents; and
WHEREAS, the proposed plan amendment was forwarded to Council District Plan
Implementation Committees and specific plan committees, and committee members indicated support
for approving Plan Amendment Application No. A-09-02; and
WHEREAS, Environmental Assessment (EA) No. EA-09-02 conducted for the proposed plan
amendment resulted in a proposed finding of Mitigated Negative Declaration, with proposed changes
in the mitigation checklist for the 2025 Fresno General Plan MEIR; and
WHEREAS, a Notice of Intent to Adopt the proposed finding of Mitigated Negative
Declaration was posted with the Fresno County Clerk on March 1, 2009, and the proposed finding
and Initial Study for EA No. A-09-02 were circulated by the State Clearinghouse on May 4, 2009 and
were assigned State Clearinghouse (SCH) No. 2002051016; and
WHEREAS, no comments were received from reviewing agencies to indicate deficiencies in
the Initial Study; no information was received to indicate that a different environmental finding would
be more appropriate; and no information was received to indicate that different or additional
mitigation measures would be indicated for this project; and
WHEREAS, Plan Amendment No. A-09-02 documents and a copy of EA No. A-09-02 were

submitted to the SJVAPCD for formal Air District review as required by AB 170. On May 29, 2009



Resolution No.
Plan Amendment Application No. A-09-02, Air Quality Update for the 2025 Fresno General Plan:
June 25, 2009

Page 4

the SUVAPCD provided the City of Fresno with a letter stating that its finding that A-09-02 meets the
requirements of AB 170, and with ne comments to offer on the environmental assessment prepared
for this project; and

WHEREAS, on June 3, 2009, the Fresno City Planning Commission held a noticed public
hearing to receive lestimony and consider Plan Amendment Application No. A-08-02 and the
proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration for EA No. A-09-02; and,

WHEREAS, the Fresno City Planning Commission took action, as evidenced in Planning
Commission Resolution No. 12957, to recommend that the City Council approve the finding of
Mitigated Negative Declaration for EA No. A-08-02 (SCH No. 2009051016) and to recommend that
the City Council approve Plan Amendment Application No. A-09-02 to add the proposed background
information; new and updated objectives, policies, and implementation measures; and two
informational appendices to the 2025 Fresno General Plan, in order to update the General Plan
pursuant to the requirements of AB 170; and

WHEREAS, on June 18, 2009, the Fresno City Council held a noticed public hearing to
consider Plan Amendment Application No. A-09-02 and the proposed environmental finding of
Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study prepared for this project, at which time the City
Council reviewed a staff report, the environmental documents and related information, considered
public testimony related to the proposed amendments to the 2025 Fresno General Plan.; and closed
public testimony and continued this hearing to the next scheduled City Council hearing date of
June 25, 2009, in order 10 allow staff to respond to issues raised in the public testimony portion of
the June 18 public hearing.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Fresno, based upon the
testimony and information presented al the hearing and upon review and consideration of the

environmental documentation provided, as follows:




Resolution No.

Plan Amendment Application No. A-08-02, Air Quality Update for the 2025 Fresno General Plan
June 25, 2009

Page 5

1. The Council finds, in accordance with its own independent judgment, that there is no
substantial evidence in the record that, with the proposed amendments to the
mitigation measure checklist for the 2025 Fresno General Plan MEIR, the plan
amendment may have additional significant effects on the environment that were not
identified in the original 2025 Fresno General Plan Master Environmental Impact
Report (SCH No. 2001071097 ,City of Fresno EIR No. 10130}, and that no new or
additional mitigation measures or project alternatives may be required. In addition,
pursuant to Public Resocurces Code, Section 21157.6(b)(1), Council finds that no
substantial changes have occurred with respect to the circumstances under which the
2025 Fresno General Plan MEIR was certified and that no new information which was
not known, and could not have been known at the time that the MEIR was certified as
complete, has become available except that the State of California has adopted
AB 170 and AB 32 relating to San Joaquin Valley air quality and global climate
change, respectively. Accordingly, the Council approves the Mitigated Negative
Declaration for Environmental Assessment No. A-09-02 and its initial study, dated
May 1, 2009, including the proposed changes in the 2025 Fresno General Plan MEIR

mitigation measure checklist attached as Exhibit D to this Initial Study.

2 The revised MEIR mitigation measure checklist shall be imposed on all future projects

approved under the MEIR.

3. The Council finds, in accordance with its own independent judgment, thatl the
proposed amendments to the 2025 Fresno General Plan Resource Conservation
Element to be consistent with the overarching goals of the 2025 Fresno General Plan

and that these amendments are consistent with, and support, applicable objectives
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and policies of other elements of the 2025 Fresno General Plan, as set forth in

informational attachments Nos. 1 and 2 prepared for Plan Amendment Application No.

A-09-02,
4. The Council finds the adoption of the proposed plan amendment, as recommended by
the Planning Commission, is in the best interest of the City of Fresno.
8. The Council of the City of Fresno hereby adopts Plan Amendment No. A-08-02,
amending the 2025 Fresno General Plan Resource Conservation Element Air Quality
Section and adding informational Appendices | and J to the 2025 General Plan, as set
forth in the Exhibits attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.
i
Wi
i
it
(it
CLERK'S CERTIFICATION
STATE OF CALIFORNIA }
COUNTY OF FRESNO )
CITY OF FRESNO )
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CLERK'S CERTIFICATION
STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO )
CITY OF FRESNO )

|, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the foregoing
resolution was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, California, at a regular meeting held
on the 25th day of June , 2009, by the following vote:

Ayes: Borgeas, Brand, Dages, Perea, Westerlund, Xiong, Sterling
Noes: None

Absent; None

Abstain: None

REBECCA E. KLISCH CMC
City Clerk i
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APPROVED AS TO FORM

JAMES C. SANCHEZ
City Attorney

By

Kathryn C. Phetan:Senior Deputy City Attorney
Date = ( L } BS

Plan Amendment Application No. A-09-02
Initiated by the Interim Planning and Development Department Director
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