RESOLUTION NO. 2008-246

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA, IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL
1561.

WHEREAS, the City of Fresno is currently experiencing record high numbers of
public transit use; and

WHEREAS, these residents deserve public transit that is both safe and reliable;
and

WHEREAS, currently passengers who have been asked to get off a bus or light
rail can immediately re-board the next train or bus regardless of the severity of the
behaviors that caused the ejection; and

WHEREAS, in response to these concerns Senate Bill 1561 would authorize both
the Sacramento Regional Transit Authority and the Fresno Area Express to issue a
prohibition order to any person cited for committing one or more of certain prohibited
acts; and

WHEREAS, SB 1561 would address this issue in a balanced and reasonable
manor by ensuring that dangerous passengers are prohibited from riding while protecting
the civil rights and due process of all passengers; and

WHEREAS, SB 1561 would determine behaviors according to their potential
severity and the progressive penalties they would ensue; and

WHEREAS, SB 1561 also provides for an appeals process and staff training on
recognizing and dealing with psychiatric disabilities and homelessness and possible
referrals to aid programs; and

WHEREAS, the language of SB1561 was taken from several task force meetings
in the month of May 2008 comprised of persons with expertise in law enforcement,
mental health, homeless programs, public safety and transportation; and

WHEREAS, we must take steps to provide safe reliable transportation in our cities
and encourage programs that will inform and encourage the continued use of public
transit.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fresno City Council supports
Senate Bill 1561 and encourages the adoption of this bipartisan legislation.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO ) ss.
CITY OF FRESNO )

|, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the foregoing
resolution was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, at a regular meeting held on

the 23rd day of September ,2008.

AYES . Calhoun, Caprioglio, Dages, Duncan, Perea, Sterling, Xiong

NOES :  None
ABSENT : None
ABSTAIN :  None

Mayor Approval: N/A , 2008
Mayor Approval/No Return: N/A , 2008
Mayor Veto: N/A ., 2008
Council Override Vote: N/A , 2008
REBECCA E. KLISCH
City Clerk
BY: M

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
CITY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

BY:

Beputy—
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