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SUBJECT: PRESENTATION BY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF FISCAL YEAR
2009 “STATE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION ANNUAL REPORT.”

RECOMMENDATION

The Historic Preservation Commission respectfully presents its fiscal year 2009 “State of Historic
Preservation Annual Report” for the City Council’s information, consideration and comments.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Each fiscal year the Historic Preservation Commission prepares and presents to the City Council a Public
Report on the City’s preservation efforts. The preparation and presentation of the Report are in

accordance with the Bylaws of the Commission (Article 3, Section 2).

The attached “State of Historic Preservation Annual Report”, which has been duly adopted by the
Commission, reviews the City’s efforts and accomplishments for the 2009 fiscal year. This report is
provided for informational purposes. The City Council may choose to respond with comments pertinent to
the commission’s activities. However, the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance does not require any

further Council action.

Attachments:  Exhibit A - “State of Historic Preservation Annual Report FY 2009.”
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Objectives of the Historic Preservation Commission

Established in 1979 (Ordinance 79-72, Section 13-400, Article 4 of the Fresno
Municipal Code), the Historic Preservation Commission serves as an advisory
commission to the City Council regarding historic resources in Fresno. The
following objectives guide the Commission in carrying out its mandate:

-To preserve, promote, and improve the historic resources of the City of Fresno,
for the educational, cultural and general welfare of the public.

-To review changes to those resources that have a distinctive character, or a
special historic, architectural, aesthetic or cultural value to the city, state or
nation.

-To safeguard our City’s heritage by preserving, and regulating its historic
buildings, structures, objects and sites that reflect elements of the city’s
historic, cultural, social, economic, political and architectural history.

-To preserve and enhance the integrity and safety of the city’s historic
landmarks.

-To establish, stabilize and improve property values and to foster economic
development by protecting the city’s unique historic heritage.

Specific duties and powers of the Commission include the following:

-Participation in environmental review procedures called for under the local
ordinance, state law and federal law.

-Participation in development of the City’s General Plan.

-Recommendation to City Council of properties for the City’s Local Register of
Historic Resources and overview of all permits on said properties.

-Recommendation to City Council of local historic districts and overview of all
permits on properties in said districts.

-Review and comment on land use, housing, redevelopment, municipal
improvements and other types of planning.
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RECENT ACTIVITIES FY 2009

The diversity of issues that come before the Historic Preservation Commission
during the course of the year are varied, and many require a great amount of
time in research, site visits, deliberation and close adherence to the City’s
Historic Preservation Ordinance and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties. The Commission reviewed and
commented on the following during FY 2009:

-Nomination of the Fulton Mall to the National Register of Historic Places
-Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Merger One (RDA)

- Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Peach Avenue
Widening Project

-Potential placement of picnic tables and other amenities behind the Veteran’s
Memorial Auditorium

-Proposed “South Stadium” project with Forest City Enterprises

-Proposed removal of Heritage resource designation from the Floyd Burks
Home, San Joaquin Street

-N. Echo Avenue housing project

-Renovation plans for Spencer Home (HP#14), San Pablo Avenue; renovation
and restoration plans for Towne Apartments, L. Street; placement of historic
homes, Old Armenian Town

-Discussion of Demolition of Ice House in Warehouse Row (HP# 003) and review
of plans for rehabilitation of remaining properties

-Restoration plans for the Craycroft Home

-Draft of Procedures Manual for Enforcement of the Minimum Maintenance
Standards, Historic Preservation Ordinance

-Approved initial application for Historic District status for Huntington Boulevard

-Approved request to pursue formal action against property owners, Historic
L Street; and considered conceptual plans for an infill project



-Eligibility of the Bucks Adobe to the Local Register
STATE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

New Properties on the Local Register of Historic Resources

HP#261
HP#262
HP#263
HP#264
HP#265

Fresno Photo Engraving Building, 748-752 Fulton Street (1946)
Liberty Laundry Building, 1830 Inyo Street (1928)

Baskin’s Auto Supply Sign, 729 Broadway (1956)

Frank Chance Field Site, Southwest corner of Ventura and Cedar

William F. Jones Home, 1112 E. Franklin Avenue (1911)

Frank Chance Field Opening Day, March 14, 1935
Photo Courtesy: Laval Photographic Collection
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Above And Beyond The Call Of Duty

The Commission’s public service and role are primarily at the regularly
scheduled monthly meetings. However, behind the scenes, with the able
assistance and guidance of Karana Hattersley-Drayton, the City of Fresno’s
Historic Preservation Officer, several commissioners make important, but less
visible contributions to the City’s historic preservation efforts.

As professional architects, Michele Randel, AlA and Molly LM Smith provided
professional advice on several projects under review. Their wise counsel
provided the commission and staff with a framework of knowledge necessary to
help make the best decisions regarding projects that affect a historic resource.

Commissioner Kevin Enns-Rempel continues to maintain the web site “A Guide
to Historic Architecture in Fresno, California” (http://historicfresno.org) which is
the most comprehensive resource for documenting Fresno’s architectural
heritage.

Commission Chair Don Simmons observed a monthly meeting of the Historic
Preservation Commission of the City of Beaufort, South Carolina. He also met
with the Historic Preservation Officer for the City of Savannah, Georgia and
Hilton Head, South Carolina. In addition, he represents historic preservation
concerns for the Lowell Neighborhood Association and the Cultural Arts District
Association. As Chair of the Commission he also participated on the City panel
to review nominations for the Mayor’s Historic Preservation awards, which were
presented in December 2008.

As required by the Historic Preservation Ordinance, each commissioner is
responsible for viewing and visiting the properties which come to the
commission’s agenda. From crossing a pasture to view an adobe structure, to
donning hard hats to inspect a deteriorating building or driving by a residential
property, the commissioners have taken their responsibilities outside of the
meetings very seriously as well, and have provided the community with a
valuable perspective of our vital historic resources.
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Continuing to Learn

Commissioners Caglia, Espaiia, Simmons and historic preservation officer
Hattersley-Drayton attended the “Keeping Time Il: A Historic Preservation
Conference” held at the Columbia State Historic Park on June 19, 2009.” All
commissioners also participated in a training held by the staff from the City
Attorney’s office on Conflict of Interest. New commissioners Caglia and Espaiia
received training and orientation in the City’s historic preservation program, the
Brown Act and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Reception with the Mayor Sonora, California
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Noteworthy Accomplishments

Funded by the Department of Planning and Development, Lauren MacDonald,
architecture historian (at the time with PRA), completed a historic context of
modern architecture in Fresno. The “Modernism” survey includes interviews
with notable area architects and is a significant document that draws our
attention to the abundance of outstanding Post-World War Il resources in
Fresno. The survey is indicative of the challenge that lies ahead for preserving
and honoring the more recent past. For many people, “historic” indicates a
period prior to one’s birth, and it may be difficult for some to view structures
built in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s as historic and worthy of preservation. The
Commission is committed to assisting the community to recognize the
significance of history that may still be fresh in the minds of many.
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Concerns and Interests

The Downtown triangle, particularly the Fulton Mall, continues to be an area of
concern for the Commission. As noted urban planner Kirk Westphal states,
“there is no greater first stage to reviving a downtown than preserving the
historic fabric.” Working with Code Enforcement and other city agencies, we
must move toward developing a comprehensive process and protocol which
encourages downtown property owners to preserve and steward historic
resources in a way that is enforceable and practical. Through the use of stricter
Minimum Maintenance standards, a “mothball” ordinance, an Adaptive Reuse
ordinance and Design Review, we can achieve that first step; however, the
Historic Preservation Commission must be included in these discussions, and
the other parties must realize that Historic Preservation requires a unique
mindset and skill set in decision-making. By ordinance, the Commission has the
responsibility to “enhance and insure the safety of the historic resources,” yet
needs stronger “tools” with which to ensure this enhancement and safety. When
the default protocol is “fix it up or tear it down,” that is counter-productive to the
assumption that historic resources are contributors to a great city, not
obstacles. As Jane Jacobs (1916-2006) stated,

“Cities need old buildings so badly it is probably impossible for vigorous streets
and districts to grow without them. By old buildings | mean not museum-piece
old buildings, not old buildings in an excellent and expensive state of
rehabilitation-although these make fine ingredients-but also a good lot of plain,
ordinary, low-value old buildings, including some rundown old buildings.”

A second area of concern is the need for preservation of resources from the
more recent past, including Fresno’s wealth of Modern and mid-century
resources. As highlighted in the recent survey of Modern design in Fresno, we
must take the necessary steps to preserve and then celebrate these resources.
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Concerns and Interests

The third area of concern is the need for a more diverse representation of
Fresno’s ethnic communities among the resources designated as eligible for the
Local Register of Historic Resources. With Fresno’s rich tapestry of ethnic
communities, the resources included on the local registry should be fully
representative of the entire spectrum of communities, languages and ethnicities
in our city. Whereas many public buildings and resources are used by the entire
community, there are specific styles, uses and designs which are ethno-specific
and should be recognized. The Commission has the opportunity to become
more proactive in seeking a broader community representation in the properties
we nominate.

An area of interest for the Commission is our desire to communicate and
educate the public, particularly youth and children, about the unique and
plentiful historic resources of Fresno. Many Fresno residents are not aware of
the work of the Commission, nor are they aware of the many historic resources
that are throughout the city. A sub-committee for community outreach has been
formed, and the Commission is actively pursuing this interest. We are interested
in forming partnerships with Fresno Unified School District and the local
universities to further this goal.

Bing Kong Tong Association

(1900) China Alley

First Mexican Baptist Church (1924)
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